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IN THE BWPA AIMS OF THE BWPA:

To promote practical schemes to assist 
women to gain flying licences of all types.

To advise women on the training required 
and the openings available to them in aviation.

To enable women in aviation to meet and 
exchange information of mutual interest.
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Waltham Road
Maidenhead
Berks, SL6 3NJ
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We’d really love to share your 
stories, experiences and ideas with 
other BWPA members in the next 

newsletter. So, if you’d like to 
contribute please email your 
articles and high resolution 

photographs to the editor at 
newsletter@bwpa.co.uk
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info@bwpa.co.uk or writing to 
Membership List, 64 Manchester Rd, 

Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2JP.

DISCOUNT FOR OLDER 
MEMBERS:

Don’t forget that the BWPA offers a 
discount on membership to those 

aged over 80 years. Please advise the 
Membership Secretary by emailing 
her at membership@bwpa.co.uk.

BWPA COMMITTEE DATES:

The next meeting is a Strategy Day on 
Saturday October 29th at White Waltham

 airfield, with our AGM and Christmas Lunch 
on Sunday December 4th at the Best Western 

Valley Hotel, Ironbridge, Shropshire. Please 
contact Julie Westhorp, BWPA Chairman, on 

chairman@bwpa.co.uk if you wish to attend 
the Strategy Day or to send a query or 
suggestion.  Details of the AGM and 

lunch are below.
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It is now 18 months since we took over as editors 
of this newsletter, and this will be the sixth edition 
we have committed to print. When we started, we 
were not quite certain what kind of demands the 

job would make of us. We thought we might struggle 
to cajole people to write articles for us, or even have 
to write much of the content ourselves. How wrong 
we were. From Day 1, we have received a stream of 
varied, absorbing and well-written articles. So much 
so, that we find we are having to hold some of them 
over for subsequent editions, simply because we do 
not have the space available. Our job is easy; we just 
get to sort through all this wonderful material and 
arrange it for publication.

The other great asset that we have is a good publisher. 
R Media and Communications Ltd do an excellent job 
of taking the articles and photographs you contribute, 
and turning them into a very professional-looking 

and readable magazine. Next 
time you come across a copy 
of the newsletter in a pile of 
magazines in a flying club, just look at how nice it 
looks in comparison with other aviation publications.

BWPA has one clear message to put across, and we 
believe that having a bright and interesting newsletter 
out there inspiring women to fly is the best way to 
achieve this. Behind each and every article we have 
received, you can see a passion for flying that shines 
through. So thank you everyone, and please keep 
up the good work. Finally, if you want to learn to 
fly, see Beth’s first solo at Shoreham on facebook.
com/learningtoflyfilm/videos/1744269329178972/ 
whilst aspiring commercial pilots should watch 
Captain Karen Atherton  fly an Airbus over London 
and land at City Airport on http://mediacentre.
britishairways.com/videolibrary/details/86/202

FROM THE EDITORS
Keith & Rosemary Clemo BWPA NEWS

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:

Emily Woolard
(Shipbourne, Kent) 

Barbara Breakwell     
(Havant, Hants)

Christine Farrell  
(Pulborough, Sussex)

Ann Brown  
(High Wycombe, Bucks)

Christina Fegredo 
(Croydon, Surrey)

Sophia Grant  
(Wymondham, Norfolk)

Ann Pritchard 
(Southampton, Hants)

Frances Quinn   
(Newry, Co. Down, Ireland)

Melissa Bartlet   
(Llandegla,Wrexham)

Chantal Richardson  
(London)

Ellie Carter, who is 13, not 
17 as we reported in the last 
newsletter.

Some members have still to renew their 
membership due on 1st May. Full or 
associate membership aged 18+ is £45; 
Full or associate under 18, or in full time 
education and under 25 is £25, and 
over 80’s pay £20. Payment can be by 
cheque, PayPal, Bank Transfer or Direct 
Debit. PayPal to treasurer@bwpa.
co.uk and Bank Transfer to the BWPA 
account (Sort code 20-65-21 Account 
number 10204595).

• Betta Beja, who gained her   
 PPL at Blackbushe in April. 
• Holly Palmer-Davison, who 
 was awarded the   
 Coachmakers Sir Geoffrey 
 de Havilland Flying 
 Scholarship to learn to fly 
 Tiger Moths at Cambridge   
 Airfield. (See image opposite).
• Zoe Burnett, of Aberdeen,  
 who was awarded the 
 Sterling Pilot Scholarship by 
 Air BP, to complete her 
 PPL with Tayside Aviation 
 in Dundee. 
• Amy Chau, who raised 
 over £1700 for Essex Air 
 Ambulance by cycling 
 from London to Paris.

• Sharon Cox, who won the 
 ‘Spirit of the Fly In’ trophy 
 at the Alderney Rally in June 
 for flying there from Arclid, 
 Cheshire. 
• Lesley Runnalls, who has 
 been elected to the 
 GASCo Council.
• Lydia Szkatula, who won a 
 Swire Scholarship to train as 
 a flight instructor, and gained 
 a top prize in Top Nav in May  
 this year. 
• Shelley Ticknell, who gained
 her PhD and is now Dr Ticknell.
• Petula Allen, who was  
 married in September.
• Emily Todd, who used 
 her BWPA Scholarship 

 for competition aerobatics 
 training and became the 
 British Advanced Aerobatics 
 National Champion.  
• Audrey Sawdon and Ann 
 Marie Beale, who won 
 books in the competition in 
 the summer BWPA newletter.  
 Commiserations to people 
 who sent in the answer ‘New 
 Zealand’ but were too late 
 to win.  
• Anne Marie, who flies her 
 Blade 912 out of her private 
 airfield near Maldon, Essex, 
 would like to invite any girls 
 who fly microlights to visit 
 her. Contact her via 
 newsletter@bwpa.co.uk. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
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APOLOGIES TO:
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W ell, in the last newsletter I hoped that 
the good flying weather would last 
and it has! I hope you’ve all managed 
to make the most of the fabulous 

flying weather this summer. I know I’ve been busy with 
very few instruction days cancelled due to the weather.

Since last writing there have been several events and 
I’m sure Rosemary and Keith will include as many 
articles as possible. It’s always good to hear what our 
members have been doing. I was delighted to attend 
both the Aerobility event at Blackbushe and the visit to 
the de Havilland Museum.

With regard to our work with STEMNET and the 
Aviatrix project our ambassadors continue to be busy 
attending school events, including the ‘Big Bang Fair’ 
at Newmarket Racecourse in June. Please check the 
BWPA website for more information about how you 
can get involved.

As a result of the BWPA’s raised profile there are 
ongoing meetings and discussion with other aviation 
organizations and the commercial aviation world 
to raise the profile of women in aviation which is all 
very positive, even if it means the committee is very 
busy. We have also been invited to speak at the Royal 
Aeronautical Society in September regarding future 

training demands, alongside leading airlines and 
training organizations.

I’m now going to ask you as members for help. Firstly 
please consider nominations for our annual awards, 
details of which were in the last newsletter and 
nomination forms are available on the website. The 
closing date is 31st October but early nominations 
would be appreciated. Secondly, the Chairwoman’s 
Challenge with the subject of ‘Inspiring Women’. Have 
you completed a flight that you would like to enter? 
Again details and forms are on the website.

A final request - for those of you reading this who have 
forgotten to renew your membership please consider 
sending your renewal. I know these forms often get 
buried under a pile of paperwork but as subscriptions 
are our major source of income it is essential to 
continuing to fund the BWPA scholarships and the 
work of the Association. Also ‘spread the word’ and 
encourage other women to join.

The awards and trophies will be presented at the 
Christmas Lunch, this year at Telford to enable a visit 
to the Flyer Show over the same weekend and also 
to break with tradition of this being in the South of 
England. I hope to see many of you there. 

Julie Westhorp

HIGH FLYING GIRLS

Katharine York is club secretary at the Lincolnshire Gliding Club. For more 
information see www.lincsgliding.org.uk.

Katharine York

Iam a glider pilot and I’ve been a little obsessed 
since my first flight. Many years ago my husband 
and I went on a week-long gliding course – it was 
his suggestion, as I had no idea you could go on 

holiday and learn to fly a plane! By the end of that week 
we had signed up for a second. That began a summer 
of long drives, and far too many days spent peering 
through cloud at the top of a hill. Despite each of us 
reaching solo standard and having a passion for the 
sport, we decided we lived too far away and would 
have to abandon it for a time.

Ten years later life brought us much closer to several 
gliding sites and we threw ourselves back into it. Our 
home is Lincolnshire Gliding Club, a small club about 
5 miles inland from the East Coast resorts of Skegness 
and Mablethorpe. We get wonderful views of the sea 
once airborne, and are one of the few clubs to have 
this as a feature. As club secretary I wanted to do more 
to attract new members, especially women; and as a 
woman in a male dominated industry I wanted to get 

more girls into engineering. These objectives bubbled 
away in my mind over the winter until I came up with 
two events to promote gliding and engineering to 
youngsters in the area.

The first was The Wright Stuff, a day of hands-on 
STEM activities run in conjunction a local provider 
of apprentice training, HCF CATCH. I borrowed a 
glider that was no longer being flown, and set teams 
of 10 teenagers to work getting it out of the trailer 
and putting it together. As well as being a real task 
completed by glider pilots any time they need to move 
their glider by road, it was an introduction to both 
manual handling and teamwork – two key activities on 
the gliding airfield.

Afterwards, the participants were able to take flights 
in the British Gliding Association’s simulator, which 
we had towed up from Bicester the previous day.
Forty teenagers took part on a single day in April, and 
by careful prioritisation of the bookings ten of those 

CHAIRMAN’S 
COMMENT

Issue No.119 Autumn 2016 Issue No.119 Autumn 2016
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were girls.The next event was even more ambitious, as 
it relied on the British weather and persuading reticent 
women to take part. My opening gambit with most of  
the women was to explain the opportunities for 
personal development and careers that are available 
through gliding. I can vouch personally for the useful 
material gliding provides for job interviews, the 
confidence it generates and the value from experiencing 
hazardous situations and controlling them. When I next 
explained that only 4% of UK glider pilots are female, 
the women agreed that something ought to be done. 
Fortunately I had the answer ready for them – a day of 
High Flying Girls, where women in influential positions 
would act as role models for a group of teenage girls, 
showing them that it was a normal activity for women 
to take part in. These women were also keen to develop 
relationships with the girls that would extend to  
work experience placements or discussions about 
potential careers.

The original date in May had to be scrubbed due to 
poor weather and was split across two days in July when 
a total of 13 girls (mostly Year 10 science students) and 
12 women took part. Some were desperate to get in 

the glider and fly, but a number were quietly anxious, 
and one or two were vocal in their concerns. One was 
adamant that she was just there to spectate until near 
the end of the day when she had seen the beaming faces 
of everyone on landing and heard their excitement. I 
flew her, and she was trembling while I ran through the 
pre-flight checks, so when she started to shout in the 
first few feet of the winch launch I was ready to get her 
down on the ground immediately. Fortunately I paused 
because she was shouting to tell me she loved it. I was 
able to stretch out the flight and show her a few gentle 
thermalling turns.

One parent thanked us for giving her daughter the 
experience of a lifetime. It will take time and effort 
to get any of the new flyers back and committed to 
training, but hopefully we have planted a seed of 
ambition in many of them, and a realisation that the 
sky is no longer the limit!

The pictures are of the ‘Wright Stuff’ team assembling 
a glider and of some of the ‘High Flying Girls’ learning 
to glide.

‘GLIDING GRANNY 
ON FINAL APPROACH’

In this fascinating book, Mary Meagher, a retired 
glider instructor, tug plane pilot and plane owner, 
looks back over her flying life. As a powered plane 
pilot, I was introduced by the book into a new 

flying world, with its own terminology, procedures and 
events. Mary tells us how she learnt to glide then to 
qualify as an instructor and to take part in flying rallies, 
including representing the UK in a Women’s European 
Championship held in Russia. Her longest flight was 
over 500 kilometres and her highest to 20,300 feet.  She 
toured Europe in her Supercub G-OFER, now based 
at White Waltham, and flew hired planes in the USA, 

where she also gained a seaplane rating. One chapter 
examines why few women fly and gives details of some 
famous women pilots of the past.  Because Mary is a 
member of the Guild of Aviation Artists, the book is 
illustrated with many of her beautiful paintings, as 
well as with superb aerial photographs. The book is 
available from Mary at mary.meagher@zen.co.uk, or 
through the British Gliding Association on line shop, 
£15 plus packing and post.   Copies can be had at 
some of the larger gliding clubs, including Husbands 
Bosworth,  Shenington, and Booker, and at Blackwell’s 
from early September. 

BOOK REVIEW
Rosemary Clemo

Win either ‘Gliding Granny’ or the 
recently reviewed book of poetry by 
Alison Hill ‘Sisters in Spitfires’ by sending 
your name and address, plus the answer 
to this simple question – ‘In which type 
of aircraft did Mary Meagher instruct?’ 
to newsletter@bwpa.co.uk.  First two 

correct answers ‘Out of the Hat’ win. 

WIN!
BWPA COMPETITION
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FLYING COMPETITION -
AUSTRALIA V NEW ZEALAND

Cathy Hobson

In 2016, the triennial flying competition between 
New Zealand and Australian women pilots was 
held at Tuakau, North Island, New Zealand. The 
Women in Aviation Trophy has been contested 

since 1992 at alternate AWPA and NZAWA 
conferences, the trophy being a silver tray bought 
from a bequest in Jean Batten’s will. 

This year, I arrived two days early and moved into the 
beautiful Tuakau Hotel, recently renovated by owners 
Neil and Dee Bond. Dee was in her final week as 
Governor of New Zealand 99’s (International Women 
Pilots founded by Amelia Earhart). 

As Neil and Dee lived near their hotel, I offered 
to help make name badges and wrap goodies for 
the registration packs. This went on for two days 
and then the fun started as three more Aussie girls 
arrived. Carol Dehn is a Virgin Captain and also the 
National President of the AWPA. We voted her in 

as Captain; she arrived on the same flight as Faye 
Blainey, supporting us again as Team Manager and Liz 
Derricks arrived a couple of hours later, just missing 
the start of the Conference and their 56th Rally.

Friday was seminar day when Carol and I had been 
asked to talk. The theme was “Celebrating Women 
in Airlines” so Carol spoke in the morning with two 
female Captains from Air New Zealand about present 
opportunities compared to the state of airline flying 
when they began. One girl was the first female 
pilot for Air New Zealand and the other  the first 
in New Zealand with a Category A Flight Instructor 
Rating. Other talks were about Air New Zealand’s 
International Flight Planning and the Air Accident 
Investigation Department, and authors introducing 
their aviation related books.  This is where I came 
in - lucky last they tell me - and I had a hard act to 
follow Pam Collings with her update on the NZAWA 
history book “Silver Wings”. Pam’s presentation used 

photographs with embedded audio files, where some 
of New Zealand’s early female pilots were interviewed 
for the original edition of this excellent book.

I gave an update about my book on Australian pilot, 
Nancy Ellis-Leebold MBE. The biography has become 
a labour of love as I only have access to her last and 
fifth logbook and what is written about her is more 
often - when I check - inaccurate. So I explained how 
I became interested in Nancy in 2007 when I received 
a 99’s Amelia Earhart Memorial Scholarship, which 
I used to part pay for my MBA . When I asked who 
the other Australian winners were, no-one was sure. 
I concluded that there were five of us. Only Nancy 
had died, so I interviewed the others, researched 
Nancy and got hooked. I talked about how Nancy 
was accepted by the ATA in England in WWII but 
was stopped at Sydney dock with some story that 
she had the wrong visa. Instead of being allowed to 
return to work for the Aviation Engineering company 
at Bankstown, Nancy was deployed to... a pickle 
factory! She had helped design machinery for the War 
Effort - and was never happy about that. However, 
as she held a PPL, she taught Morse Code at Night 
School and towed targets for the Navy on weekends, 
whilst studying for her CPL theory test. After the 
War, she gained her CPL and Instructor Rating and 
took an Instructing job at Bankstown airport. She 
was a founding member of the AWPA and the first 
Australian female to fly a heavy aircraft - a Lockeed 
Lodestar. In 1952 she became the first female Chief 
Flying Instructor at Dubbo Aero Club. In 1954 she flew 
a Miles Messenger from Gatwick, England, to Victoria, 
Australia. She and newly wedded husband Arthur 
flew the aircraft on their honeymoon and delivered 
it to the Wynn family in Australia. For this, Nancy 
won the AWPA Evelyn Follett Trophy. She started her 
own aviation supply business, and was the first female 
Australian pilot to fly a jet, in Texas. 

We then dispersed to Mercer airport for a light 
supper. Then came Saturday - competition day.  The 
fog didn’t lift until after lunch but the competitions 
were soon into full swing and continued until dark, 
then into Sunday, which also had a late start due to 
fog. Australia’s three competitors were me doing the 

Patricia Wright Memorial Trophy, a timed pre-flight 
inspection; Liz Derricks in the Cessna Cup, a non-
instrument, spot landing from 2000 feet; and Molly 
Hadfield in the student pilot Yvonne Loader Trophy, 
instrument flight performing specific manoeuvres.

Saturday night was completed by a BBQ at the airfield 
- great food and camaraderie with a DJ and lots of 
dancing. Sunday was a quiet day. Faye and I attended 
the 99’s AGM before lunch. Then I toured the local 
museum while the girls went to the Warbirds Visitor 
Centre. For the evening, Australia had a dress theme of 
‘Pink and Black’. At the Presentation Dinner we found 
that New Zealand had blitzed the Aussie Team but an 
honourable mention must go to Molly – seventeen 
year old student pilot, who had beaten all the NZ girls 
in the Yvonne Loader section. 

We all had a great trip, renewed friendships and made 
new acquaintances. If you are going to New Zealand 
in their June long weekend, find out where their rally 
is and register to attend - you will have a great time in 
a fun, flying environment.

The photos show Cathy with Rhona Fraser, patron of 
NZAWA, and members of the teams. 
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FEWP IN VENICE
Amy Chau

Over the first weekend in June 2016, The 
annual AGM and conference of FEWP ( 
Federation of European Women Pilots) 
was held near Venice, hosted by Donatella 

Ricci, World Altitude Gyrocopter Record holder.

We decided to extend the weekend to spend more 
time in Venice so took a Thursday commercial flight 
to Treviso and arranged a private water taxi transfer 
to our Venice hotel. This boat trip gave us a first taste 
of the city on the water and we disembarked from a 
small canal just outside the hotel. After a sumptous 
dinner, we had a stroll and took in the famous night 
scenes of St Mark’s Square, the Doge’s Place and the 
Bridge of Sighs. We re-visited these landmarks next day 
before meeting the rest of the FEWP consortium at a 
restaurant near St Mark’s Square. Later, participants 
were transferred from the hotel to Venice city centre 
for a brief tour and dinner. 

The Flydonna programme started on Saturday 
morning at Caposile Airfield, where participants 
registered and received a bright blue Flydonna T 
shirt. After the AGM and lunch we spread out in the 
airfield to watch the ‘We Fly’ Air Display, a precision 

formation with colourful vapour trails carried out by 
two disabled pilots and their instructor.  Samantha 
Cristoforetti, the only Italian female astronaut, talked 
about life on the International Space Station. The flying 
event also attracted young fans of Fiorenza who is the 
first woman commander in Italy. There were various 
static displays of police and military helicopters. The 
female military rescue pilot was surrounded by fellow 
FEWP pilots with lots of questions. Delegates enjoyed 
sitting in the sun over drinks before the gala dinner 
which was attended by other Flydonna guests.  After 
dessert the guests went out to the airfield to see the 
Flydonna Balloon, followed by spectacular fireworks. 

We returned to the hotel just before midnight. The 
UK delegates stayed on to sightsee in Venice, visiting 
Murano Island, and sampling delicious local food and 
wine before heading home on Monday. In 2017, FEWP 
will be hosted by France over the second weekend in 
June, probably near le Bourget. The UK will host the 
2018 event and we have set up a planning committee 
to organize this.  Further details of both these events 
will be distributed via the newsletter, emails and 
social media as soon as we have them. 





Rosemary Clemo

16 17

BWPA Visit to Darley Moor, Ashbourne
On Saturday October 8th from 9.00am. Judy Leden 
MBE has kindly re-arranged the BWPA’s microlight 
and paragliding day which had to be abandoned in 
April due to poor weather.  We meet on Saturday 
October 8th to experience flying something new and 
different. Members can also fly or drive in to join us. 
Lunch will be in the airfield’s café.  Prices depend on 
aircraft chosen. 

BWPA Visit to the National Space Centre, Leicester 
On Saturday November 12th 11.00am. Leicester Space 
Centre, with its iconic rocket tower, is the nation’s 
premier space museum. Meeting in the café under 
the tower, we will enjoy a show in the Patrick Moore 
Planetarium plus a tour of the six galleries, learn mind-
boggling facts about stars, comets and satellites, and 
play with interactive exhibits. The museum is fun for 
children too, so bring your families! You will see the 
launch seat and spacesuit of Helen Sharman, first 
Briton in space, and learn about the American women 
pilots who trained as astronauts alongside the men 
but were not allowed to go into space. We will have 
lunch (light snacks) under the rocket tower with time 
to chat and to make new friends. BWPA Price: £15 for 
adults, £12 for concessions and £11 for children aged 
5 to 16. Free for under-5s. *We can pick people up 
from Leicester airfield or main railway station. 

BWPA Visit to RAF Halton, Buckinghamshire 
On Sunday November 20th 10.00am. We are invited 
to drive or fly into RAF Halton for a very special day 
out – a guided  tour of the fabulously beautiful Halton 
House,  followed by visits to the Trenchard Museum 
and James McCudden Flight Heritage Centre, with 
its flight simulator and working link trainers. See  
www.trenchardmuseum.org.uk and www.raf.mod.
uk/rafhalton. A two course lunch in the mess will also 
be included. The cost is £15 per head for members and 
£18 for non-members of BWPA. One week before the 

visit, I will need a list of all names of those visiting with 
their car details to obtain station passes.  We should 
arrive at the entrance to RAF Halton (adjacent to the 
Main Guardroom- post code HP22 5PG) at 1000hrs 
and the programme will finish around 1530hrs. 

Flyer Live, the International Centre, Telford
On Friday - Saturday 2nd -3rd December. BWPA has 
again been offered a stall for this show. We thank 
the organisers for this, and will be there with BWPA 
merchandise and with information about BWPA. Do 
come to the show and drop by to see us. Advance 
Tickets (£6 but free to under 18s) are now on sale. 
Find out about this and about the exhibits, talks and 
other events at the show from www.flyer.co.uk/live.
COULD YOU HELP ON THE STALL FOR A DAY, 
HALF DAY OR AN HOUR? Helpers have free entry to 
the show and time off to look around as well as being 
on the stall, which is always interesting and not too 
much like hard work!

BWPA AGM and Christmas Lunch, 
Ironbridge Shropshire
On Sunday December 4th, from 1100hrs. The 
2016 BWPA AGM, Christmas Lunch and award 
ceremony will be held at the Best Western Valley 
Hotel, Ironbridge, Telford, Shropshire TF8 7DW. The 
hotel enjoys a prime location on the river Severn, in 
this World Heritage site with its ten museums and 
famous iron bridge.  This venue was chosen so you 
can visit the ‘Flyer Live’ show on Friday or Saturday 
then stay on for the AGM. Rooms are available and 
can be booked online.  Cost for members and guests 
is £30 per head, to include lunch, teas and coffees, and 
room hire.  Cheryl Sullivan is organising bookings, and 
forms with menu details will be available soon from 
Cheryl or on the BWPA website. Contact Cheryl on 
cherylsull@hotmail.com or cheryls@albyns.freeserve.
co.uk or via letter to Mrs Cheryl Sullivan, Albyns Hall, 
Albyns Lane, Stapleford Tawney, Essex, RM4 1RS

PLANNED FUTURE EVENTS
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BWPA Visit to AOPA Flight Simulator, 
Cambridge Street, London   
A Saturday in January. I am arranging for BWPA to use 
AOPA’s flight simulator on a January Saturday when 
the Sales are on, and we can shop. have lunch in a 
restaurant then try out the simulator. I am waiting for 
confirmation of a date and price. 

Possible BWPA Weekend of Flying in France
Amanda and Dave of ‘Wanafly Airsports’ based  
at Azat le Ris, located in the Limousin area of 
western France, invite UK women pilots to spend 
a few days flying microlights. The airstrip is easily 
accessible, being less than 55 minutes driving time 
from either Limoges or Poitiers, both reached by 
budget airlines from many parts of Britain. Amanda 
and Dave can arrange collection from either airport 
and accommodation at the farmhouse next to the  

strip. Flexwing and fixed wing microlights are 
available. See www.wanafly.co.uk or contact  
info@wanafly.co.uk. If you like the idea of going 
there as a group, contact me.  I advertised this in 
2016 but had only two enquiries. If perhaps 5 pilots 
are interested, we can discuss dates and I can arrange 
something for next year. 

Book BWPA events with Rosemary Clemo at 
events@bwpa.co.uk or phone 01827 704 837. Do 
contact me if you could host a BWPA fly in at your 
airfield in 2017.

Payment for all events can be made by cheque 
made out to BWPA, PayPal, or Bank Transfer. 
PayPal to treasurer@bwpa.co.uk and Bank 
Transfer to the BWPA account (Sort code 20 65 21 
Account number 10204595) 
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THE HELICOPTER FLYING 
LOTTERY WINNER

The second of four articles originally printed in ‘Flight Training News’ 
contributed by Helen Krasner, former editor of the BWPA newsletter. 
Collections of Helen’s articles have been published in book form, both in  
print and as e-books.  She is the author of many other books, two of them  
about helicopter flying.  Details can be found on her website,  
www.helenkrasner.com.

“I’m always fascinated by the different types 
of people who fly helicopters”.  The speaker 
was the owner of the flying school where I got 
my first job when I qualified as a helicopter 

instructor.  He continued: “They seem to come from 
all walks of life; there’s no pattern to it”.

He was responding to my answer to his query as to 
what I did for a ‘day job’, since he was only offering 
me part time and weekend work initially.  He’d never 
met a freelance writer and market researcher who’d 
qualified as an FI(H).  But as he said, all sorts of people 
from a myriad of occupational backgrounds caught 
the rotary bug.

When I became an instructor I noticed this too.  
Intrigued, I started to ask my own students what 
they did for a living.  As time went on I found that 
there actually did seem to be a slight pattern to it.  
In my albeit limited experience, the majority came 
from well-paid professional careers or ran their own 
fairly successful businesses.  This is probably not 
surprising.  After all, helicopter flying is not cheap.  
But there were exceptions to this.  I recall one of 
my very first instructors for the PPL(H), who had 
stacked supermarket shelves at night from the age 
of 17, diligently saving his pennies and managing one 

helicopter  lesson per fortnight.  He worked hard and 
became an instructor in his twenties; then fairly soon 
afterwards he got a job flying to the North Sea oil rigs 
– where he may still be, for all I know.

However, the myth still remains, at least among 
the general public, that you have to be super-rich 
to learn to fly helicopters.  Now, I’m sure there are 
some seriously wealthy people doing their helicopter 
licences, but as an instructor I never met any of them.  
Nor, for a long time, did I meet anyone who’d had any 
kind of amazing windfall, a huge lucky break which 
had enabled them to learn to fly.  But one day I did.

It was a normal instructing day in mid-summer.  I 
had a fairly full schedule; I had taken up one student, 
and now I was ready for my flight with Tom.  He had 
flown about ten hours and shown himself to be an 
apt pupil, indeed every instructor’s dream.  Also, as 
a car mechanic, he was very technically minded, and 
probably knew more about the workings of the R22 
than I did. I was looking forward to my flight with him 
and not expecting anything to go wrong.

Tom started up the R22, and I called the tower 
and said that we were ready to depart to practise 
circuits.  Tom lifted the helicopter into the hover, 

Helen Krasner
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while I quickly scanned the immediate area for other 
traffic.  All seemed to be clear, and I was just about 
to tell him to hover-taxi to the runway, when he said, 
or rather croaked: “There’s smoke coming out of the 
instrument panel”.

Indeed there was.  Not a lot of smoke, but even a 
tiny bit of smoke is extremely scary.  “Land, now”, I 
said instantly.  That was actually a mistake; as an 
instructor I should have taken control and done the 
landing, not left it to a low hours student, but you 
don’t always think clearly in a possible emergency.  
Anyway, Tom landed the helicopter, a bit bumpily 
but quite acceptably, and I started to shut everything 
down as quickly as possible.  Immediately all the 
smoke disappeared, and I began to wonder if we’d 
over-reacted, or indeed imagined it all.  At that 
moment the tower called me to ask what was going 
on.  Without thinking of the consequences, I told 
them: “Err...I think there might have been a little bit of 
smoke in the cockpit, but it’s gone now”

Almost instantly, three fire trucks descended on us.  
I certainly can’t fault the emergency procedures at 
that airport.  They ordered us to get out – which we 
should have done earlier of course – and took over.  
A brief examination proved that a wire had simply 
shorted and burnt out.  It was nothing major, but it 
grounded the aircraft for the day, and that was the 
only R22 we had so it grounded us too.

So that was that.  Tom and I realised we were both 
still shaking, and we went off for a much needed cup 
of coffee. I would think of something else to do with 
him later. Maybe we’d go over the ‘A’ check in detail, 
although as a mechanic he was pretty much up to 
speed already on the technical side of things.

Over coffee we got chatting more than I usually had 
time for with my students on those busy summer days.   
Eventually he turned to me and said, “Did I ever tell you 
how I started flying helicopters?”   I told him he hadn’t.  
“Well,” he said, “I had quite a large lottery win”.

Of course I was fairly interested.  Who wouldn’t be? 
But he was so casual about it, and seemed so ordinary, 

that I just imagined he’d won a few thousand pounds, 
maybe a few hundred thousand at most.  So I asked 
him how much it was.  “I got all six numbers”, he said.  
“There were only three winners that week, and we got 
a little over £1.1 million each”.

Wow!   Now I was interested.  We all hear about 
people like this, but this was the first time I’d met 
a real live lottery millionaire.  Tom now proceeded 
to tell me the details of the story.  He’d bought two 
lottery tickets that week as he usually did, then gone 
home.  His wife had berated him for forgetting to buy 
the bread and milk they needed so he’d gone back 
and bought them, paying with a five pound note.  
His purchases came to just under two pounds, so he 
asked for three more lottery tickets with the rest of 
the money, just accepting a few small coins as change.  
It was the last of those three tickets which hit the 
jackpot.   If he hadn’t had such a bad memory in the 
first place, if his wife had been less annoyed, if the 
purchases had come to just over two pounds...well, 
you get the picture.

Tom hadn’t immediately decided to learn to fly 
helicopters.  Cars were his thing, and he’d bought 
a red Ferrari, his dream machine.  Then he invested 
most of the money sensibly, and had a serious think.  
They didn’t want to move house or go on holiday, he 
loved his job and had no intention of giving up work 
in his thirties.  So what now?  Then he remembered 
a long buried childhood dream of being a helicopter 
pilot.  So now, why not?  He picked up the phone and 
booked a lesson at his local flying school.

Tom’s long term plans included possibly buying 
his own helicopter; after all, he could afford to.  
Meanwhile he was simply enjoying the PPL(H) 
course...at least until that day.

Later on, while sitting in Tom’s red Ferrari as I  
had requested (I like fast cars too) I had a few deep 
thoughts about life, fate, and so on.  I didn’t come  
to any definite conclusions.  However, I did buy a 
couple of lottery tickets on my way home from the 
airport, rather uncharacteristically for me.  But I didn’t 
win anything.

If you thought I was going to tell you that you 
should keep buying lottery tickets if you want to 
be a helicopter pilot, or even remember to do the 
shopping, you’re going to be disappointed.  There’s 
no moral to this tale; it’s just a good story.  However, 
maybe if you want to fly helicopters you should keep 

saving the money from your shelf stacking job, or 
whatever the equivalent work is for you.  I do know 
from experience that a method like that works in the 
long run.

FLIGHT TO MALTA
Paula Carter 

In summer 2015, BWPA member, Paula Carter and Tim Pierre flew a Cessna 
172 to Malta. This article was originally published in the AOPA Magazine in 
February 2016. 
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I have always wanted to participate in the Malta 
Air Rally, as it struck me as a big challenge and 
an opportunity to visit some new places on the 
way there and back.  I had tried before but been 

prevented by either poor weather, or by lack of free 
time or of an aeroplane.  Last year everything fell 
into place; I’d like to think there was some divine 
intervention, as I had another reason to go, following 
the death of my father in February. 

The Malta Air Rally was started in 1969 by George 
Kissaun, who still supervises every element of the 
event.  He shepherded me though the application 
process, arranging for us to arrive on Sunday after 
all the arrival competitions had been concluded, 
because personal commitments (‘The Who’ playing 
in Hyde Park!) meant I could not leave the UK until 
Saturday 25th June. 

I belong to a group of seven pilots who own G-EETG, 
a Cessna 172 based at Redhill. Tim Pierre, another 
member of our group, wanted to accompany me and 
met up a couple of times to plan the route. 

We had flown to Corsica together before, so decided 
we’d retrace our previous route, make an overnight 
stop in Cannes before an early start the next day and 
aim to get to Malta via a refuelling stop in Cagliari on 
Sardinia.  We would have preferred to refuel in Sicily 
but were not sure if any of the airfields were open for 
refuelling on Sundays. Cagliari is a big international 
airport and definitely has avgas available – but at a 
price, as we were to discover later. 

In the cockpit we switched tasks after each landing, 
one of us taking the easier role of ‘Captain’ while the 
other become communications officer and navigator. 
On the radio Tim’s thick Kiwi accent trying to 
communicate with Italian controllers was not always 
as concise as it should have been!

The trip to Cannes was straightforward with a 
refuelling stop at Troyes. We arrived there at 
lunchtime, so got no reply from the tower, and I was 
just congratulating myself on remembering all the 
vocabulary to make a downwind call when I heard 

another pilot also announcing they were downwind, 
but in the opposite direction!  A quick 180®¨ turn 
and we were back on track and soon on the ground 
to refuel both ourselves and the plane.  From Troyes 
to Cannes our route was straightforward, at the 
weekend avoiding any problems from the low level 
military corridors that are scattered across France. 
Lyon provides ATC through their zone if you keep 
to the west of the Rhöne and the city, and hence the 
airport, and there is a string of small airfields as easy 
reporting points. Once clear of the city we turned 
south-westerly and flew abeam Mount Ventoux, 
location for one of the lung-bursting mountain days 
of the Tour de France, then headed west for Cannes 
Mandelieu. The approach involves reporting inbound 
over point WL, the southernmost point of Lake St 
Cassion, before joining the circuit with a spectacular 
view of the Cannes waterfront. 

Next day we crossed the Mediterranean to Corsica 
and flew down its westerly coast. Corsica’s 9,000 
foot high mountains were truly stunning. We then 
crossed the international border to Sardinia where 
ATC switches from French to Italian over a strip of 
sea about as wide as the Solent.  We followed the 
western coast of Sardinia before heading to Cagliari.  
Here we had our first taste of Italian bureaucracy with 
different forms for landing fees, handling fees and fuel, 
including a Sunday afternoon surcharge and a bizarre 
requirement for a personal insurance number after 
discovering that TG was not VAT registered.  After 
a bit of head scratching I thought I remembered all 
the letters and numbers of my National Insurance 
number, which seemed to unlock the blockage in 
the departure.  After the €1.20 per litre which we had 
been charged at Troyes, a charge of €4.20 per litre at 
Cagliari made this easily the most expensive tank of 
fuel I had ever bought – and it’s probably more than 
you would pay to send a family of four to Cagliari on 
easyJet! A €208 handling fee on top added insult to 
injury, so we didn’t feel the least bit guilty eating the 
chocolate biscuits in the executive lounge.

We rediscovered the benefits of flying high over land. 
At 7,000 feet it became pleasantly cool, certainly 
preferable to the furnace at lower altitudes. In 
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addition, at that height the air was non-turbulent, 
allowing for a nice smooth flight. This was particularly 
noticeable as we approached Cagliari, where, as 
we descended to 2,000 ft the warm turbulent 
air rising off the land threw us around violently, 
making controlling the aircraft hard work, and being 
unpleasant for the occupants. The Cagliari to Sicily 
leg was the longest trip over water, and the haze 
that so often hangs around over water meant I was 
flying on instruments most of the way, which made 
it quite tiring. South of Trapani we were handed over 
to Malta approach, who guided us into Luqa.  We 
approached over the Grand Harbour, which is every 
bit as grand as the name suggests, to land on runway 
23 at around 5.30pm on Sunday evening, too late to 
join in the timed arrival or spot landing competitions 
which would have involved arriving at a given time 
over the Gordan lighthouse on the north coast of 
Gozo. Other participants told us that the spot landing 
was especially challenging due to a brisk crosswind, so 
we were happy to arrive in more benign conditions. 
Captain George met us and drove us to our hotel.

The next day I visited Valetta to find out about HMS 
Wolfe, the destroyer that was home to my father for 
nine months in 1945. He had often talked about this 
short contribution to the war effort as he had been 
called up while still at university and, as a result had 
never returned to Oxford, embarking instead on a 
highly successful career as a teacher.  The family had 
agreed that this would be a fitting place to scatter 
some of his ashes and I wanted to pick the right spot 
for this very personal task. The gentleman on the 
entry desk at the Maritime Museum could not have 
been more helpful and pointed me in the direction of 
Torpedo Depot Gardens, now the site of a peaceful 
little marina, which was where HMS Wolfe in her last 
role as a supply ship had been berthed. 

The next day we spent planning our return trip, 
getting every chart we had between Malta and the 
UK and laying them out on the floor of Tim’s room.  
We had thought of returning via Tunisia and Spain, 
to add North Africa to our logbooks, but the terrorist 
attack in Tunisia the week before ruled out that 
option.  Instead we decided to fly over the east coast 



he could make an instant diagnosis and advise us that 
it was safe to fly and that duct tape should prevent 
the plate from vibrating until he could find a more 
permanent solution. We duly taped up the plate, 
after a trip to a hardware store where I had to engage 
in a round of charades to communicate “duct tape” 
without knowing how to ask for it in Italian. That 
evening we planned the next day – either to cross 
the Alps via one of the GAFOR routes to Salzburg or, 
if the weather closed these routes, fly east until we 
could cross at a lower level. The GAFOR routes follow 
the natural contours of the mountains and take you 
through the valleys, so you fly below the mountain 
peaks if necessary while having a reasonable chance 
of landing if your engine fails. They are marked on 
Jeppessen charts and appear as grey dotted lines 
on SkyDemon charts. We planned to use Austrian 
GAFOR routes 42, 62, 61 and 60, over the Alps from 
Villach, north of Trieste, to just south of Salzburg. On 
SkyDemon the routes are colour coded according to 
the actual and forecast conditions (cloudbase and 
visibility) and each has a three letter code: O means 
open; D means difficult; M means marginal; and X 
means closed. Three Os plus the route showing blue 
at our proposed time of flight meant we were off, 
climbing eventually to 10,500 feet and weaving our 
way through the mountains with the peaks above us, 
and winding roads and rivers a long way below. 

We had been warned to expect bumpy conditions 
with possible extreme up- and down-draughts, but 
had a smooth flight apart from one five-minute 
period of bumpiness. The perspective near the top 
of mountains takes some getting used to, and finding 
the right valley is surprisingly challenging, but we 
soon settled down and enjoyed the views. Salzburg 
Airport is a busy international hub and we were held 
in several different orbits before being vectored onto 
a very short final to land.  We were met by a follow-me 
truck, parked very efficiently and refuelled promptly 
before being given directions to pay our landing fees. 
Imagine our surprise on returning to find the plane 
had moved. The mystery was solved when we spotted 
a grab truck capable of lifting and repositioning a 
small plane, bringing a whole, new meaning to the 
term “Handling Service”! 

The afternoon flight was to Rothenburg in Bavaria, 
to the north-east of a walled medieval town. The 
long paved runway and refuelling cost a mere €7.50 
landing fee. Although the tower was strangely silent 
as we approached and landed, the radio crackled into 
life once we were on the ground to direct us to the 
best parking place for our overnight stay. On possibly 
the hottest day of the year we made the mistake of 
choosing a traditional wood-clad hotel without any 
air conditioning, an error compounded by deciding 
to eat in the hotel restaurant where the menu was 
short on salads and long on stew and dumplings.
 
The next day we planned to refuel in Spa in Belgium, 
which had customs facilities, but on arrival were 
told we would have to land in Calais to file our 
flight plan to the UK. This was the only day when 
the weather looked anything other than perfect, 
with thunderstorms forecast in northern France and 
Belgium. Luckily, the flight back across the Channel 
was in the same CAVOK conditions we had enjoyed 
for the entire trip.  

Our eight day trip saw us fly 14 legs, land in nine 
countries and fly almost 3,000 nm with a total of 
almost 30 hours. It was the longest journey either of 
us had made in G-EETG, which flew beautifully the 
whole way.  Thinking about what we learned, here are 
our top tips for long distance flights:

• Always carry duct tape in the plane.
•  Be prepared to change your plans and have back-  
 up options ready.
•  Take spare food from breakfast in the plane - your  
 next meal may be a long time coming.
•  Ask other pilots for advice and recommendations.
•  Fly high over land in the summer for cool 
 smooth air.
•  However long you think airport officialdom, 
 refuelling and aircraft prep will take, add on half   
 again. It always takes longer than you expect!

The photographs show a map of the journey then  
Paula relaxing at Troyes, the plane at Foggia and 
views taken on their flight.  
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of Sicily past Mount Etna, along the east coast of the 
Italian mainland and find somewhere in Croatia for 
an overnight stop before flying up the Dalmatian 
coastline. Tim wanted to land on the Venice Lido, 
and a stopover here would position us nicely for 
crossing over the Alps into Austria.  This route would 
add several new countries to our respective logbooks 
as well as flying over some spectacular scenery.  At 
the final dinner in Malta we chatted to a crew from 
Germany who recommended we visit Portorož 
in Slovenia, to add yet another country and take 
advantage of keenly priced avgas. 

After the Mount Etna flypast, we had a refuelling stop 
in Reggio Calabria, where more Italian paperwork 
turned a refuel-only stop into several hours of 
administrative nonsense, only terminated by the 
magic NI number being produced yet again.  From 
Reggio we flew up the western coastline of Italy 
to Salerno and then crossed over to Foggia. Here 
the refuelling was really quite quick and the staff 
extremely helpful filing our flight plan over the phone 
for the hop over the Adriatic to Brač, in Croatia.  This 
tiny island is about an hour from Split by catamaran 
and has a decent sized paved runway 1,700 feet above 
the harbour town of Bol, with scheduled Croatia 
Airlines flights from Zagreb and international flights 
in the summer from Scandinavia. The airport is on 
the edge of a cliff with the runway pointing out to 
sea, so you take off over the side of a cliff in a style 
reminiscent of James Bond films. 

The service at Brač was terrific, an army of people 
swarming over our plane, to refuel her and tie her 
down for the night. 

The flight the next morning completely lived up to 
expectations.  I had seen the Croatian coastline from 
39,000 feet some years ago on a scheduled flight but 
at 1,500 feet we could see every boat sailing around 
the hundreds of tiny islands, and the water was clear 
enough to see to the bottom of each sandy bay. With 
reluctance we turned north-east before Pula to track 
to Portorož, which has a 1,500 foot circuit around 
a sea-level airfield with high cliffs on three sides.  I 
stayed high on the base leg as there were several 

masts on top of the cliffs and then attempted a HALO 
approach that had Tim looking a bit alarmed. The air 
traffic controller advised a go-around as I swooped 
down towards his runway at considerable speed and 
the second approach was less dramatic but more 
successful, although we were disappointed to discover 
that the restaurant was closed for refurbishment and 
lunch was two packets of crisps and a chocolate bar 
from a machine.

We both have SkyDemon on iPads and a laptop 
which made flight plan filing a doddle at every stage 
- even in the absence of WiFi we could hook up iPad 
to iPhone and use the 3G or 4G to send flight plans, 
which we now did to cross back into Italy. 

The short hop from Portorož to Venice was 
uneventful and the approach to Venice Lido, which is 
a small grass airfield, was magical – with the Adriatic 
Sea on one side and Venice on the other. It doesn’t get 
any better than that – what an experience! However, 
on final approach we heard a loud vibration as Tim 
lowered the flaps, which turned out to be a loose 
plate in the housing of the flap where the wing root 
joins the fuselage. We called David Hockings, who 
maintains TG, and sent him a picture, which meant 
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Full membership of BWPA is 
open to women with pilot’s 

licences, and to aircrew holding 
appropriate licences. Associate 

membership is available to 
women in training and to men 

and women interested in
furthering the aims of BWPA. 

To join, use the form on 
our website at 

bwpa.co.uk/membership 
or contact our membership 

secretary at 
membership@bwpa,co.uk

JOIN BWPA

EVENT REPORT
‘FLY THE TYNE’

In May, a record forty-two microlights and 
gyrocopters flew from Eshott towards Hexham, 
along the Tyne to Tynemouth then back to Eshott. 
‘Fly the Tyne’ was the brainchild of BWPA member 

Mandy Taylor, who got her microlight pilot’s licence 
last year. As CEO of ‘Streetwise’ a Newcastle-based 
charity which offers help and advice to young people, 
Mandy wanted to organise something spectacular for 
their 25th anniversary. Their attempt far outdid the 

former event of thirty microlights flying down a river 
at one time, and raised over £2000 for the charity.

Mandy, the only female pilot in the group, applied 
for clearance from the CAA and the event was given 
a dedicated team at Newcastle ATC. Streetwise - at 
www.streetwisenorth.org.uk - offers advice on rights, 
sexual health, benefits, and other concerns to young 
people. It runs a drop-in centre in Newcastle city. 
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EVENT REPORT
BWPA VISIT TO THE DE HAVILLAND MUSEUM

Keith Clemo

On Saturday August 20th, 14 BWPA 
members and friends met at the de 
Havilland Museum, London Colney, 
Hertfordshire, just off junction 22 of the 

M25. In 1939, de Havillands chose Salisbury Hall as a 
site to develop in secret the wooden bomber named 
the Mosquito, the most versatile aircraft of WWII. 
Ralph Steiner, the museum’s director, took us on a 
conducted tour of the main hangar, home to three 
different Mosquitoes, the prototype, a fighter and a 

bomber.  We were amazed at the great size of these 
wooden structures and at the skilful woodworking 
techniques used to produce them. Other exhibits 
included posters, models, and several planes and 
cockpits from famous de Havilland marques, most of 
which were built at nearby Hatfield, with some open 
to explore.   

September’s event reports will be in the next 
newsletter.
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FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS

For BWPA events, details and to book contact Rosemary Clemo
via newsletter@bwpa.co.uk or 01827 704 837.

30

OCTOBER 2016
Saturday 8th

Microlights and Paraglider Day 
at Darley Moor

Saturday 29th

BWPA Strategy day, White Waltham

NOVEMBER 2016
Saturday 12th

BWPA Lunch and Chat, National 
Space Centre, Leicester

Sunday 20th

BWPA Visit to RAF Halton, 
Buckinghamshire

DECEMBER 2016
Friday 2nd - Saturday 3rd

‘Flyer Live’, Telford

Sunday 4th

BWPA AGM & Christmas Lunch, 
Best Western Valley Hotel, Ironbridge

JANUARY 2017
Date TBA

Visit to simulator, AOPA, 
Cambridge Street, London 

MARCH 2017
Date TBA

Indoor free flying, Bedford 

APRIL 2017
Date TBA

Tiger Moths at Cambridge

JUNE 2017
Friday 9th - Sunday 11th

FEWP in Paris region, France
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BWPA AND EDUCATION

AERO-EXPO

Members of BWPA continue to visit 
schools as part of the Aviatrix Project. 
In July, Rosemary and Beverley spoke 
about BWPA  at Aero-Expo at Sywell as 

part of a seminar organised by the LAA’s ‘YES’ youth 
project. Unexpectedly, we were interviewed over the 
tannoy and heard our voices booming out over the 
whole showground. Pilots there on Friday and Sunday 

should know all about BWPA! Meanwhile, Lesley 
worked for ‘GASCo’  with the ‘Spot the Mistake’ 
competition, handing out BWPA information to any 
interested pilots she met.  The photos show Beverley 
being interviewed and Rosemary with Michael 
Allen, trainee engineer on the Beagle Pup prototype 
restoration at Turweston, and with Lesley on the 
GASCo stand. 

Rosemary Clemo
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